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ÅWhat is a General Plan?

ÅWhat does State code say?

ÅWhy is a General Plan important?

ÅHow does a General Plan relate to zoning?

ÅHow is a General Plan updated?

ÅWhat trends should the General Plan 
consider?

ÅWhen does the zoning ordinance need to be 
updated?



What is a General Plan?

ÅA comprehensive, long-range plan for present 
and future needs of the municipality and 
growth and development of all or any part of 
the land within the municipality

ÅIt is an advisory guide for land use decisions.

ÅIt is the compass for the community.

Source: Utah Code Section 10-9a-401 and Planning and Zoning Administration in Utah, 3rd Edition



What does State code say?

ÅEach municipality must have one.

ÅMust include the following elements:

ïLand use

ïTransportation and traffic circulation

ïFor municipalities with of population of 5,000 or 
more, a plan that provides a realistic opportunity 
to meet the need for additional moderate income 
housing

Source: Utah Code Section 10-9a-403



What does State code say?
Land Use Element

ÅHousing

ÅBusiness

ÅIndustry

ÅAgriculture

ÅRecreation

Designates goals, extent, distribution and location of 
land for:

ÅEducation

ÅPublic buildings and 
grounds

ÅOpen space

ÅOther categories

Source: Utah Code Section 10-9a-403



What does State code say?
Transportation Element

ÅProvides location and extent of existing and 
proposed:

ïFreeways

ïArterial and collector streets

ïPublic transit

ïActive transportation facilities

ïOther modes considered appropriate

Source: Utah Code Section 10-9a-403



What does State code say?
Transportation Element

ÅAddresses plan to maintain and improve 
connections between housing, transportation, 
employment, education, recreation, and 
commerce (where matters)

ÅCorrelates population projections, 
employment projectionsand land use 
element

Source: Utah Code Section 10-9a-403


